The fifth edition of this pocketsized reference text contains some welcome additions and revisions, however, in the balancing of content and conciseness some deficiencies remain. The structure of the fifth edition has seen the page count increase from 390 to 430 pages. This has been brought about by the addition of 13 agents and the removal of three. Secondly, formatting changes allow every drug title to be presented on the lefthand page, presumably to improve navigating the alphabetical structure, at a cost of 30 blank pages.
The content has improved with the addition of core drugs including ibuprofen, ketorolac, clopidogrel, dexamethasone, dexmedetomidine, milronone and vasopressin. There remains a notable absence of COX-2 selective anti-inflammatory drugs, antifibrinolytics, uterotonics and crystalloid fluids. The authors have added a useful appendix that includes three tables affording quick comparisons of inhalational, intravenous and local anaesthetic agents. It may be useful to see this expanded to include other core drug groups such as opiates, intravenous fluids and muscle relaxants. Chemical structures have been included for volatile agents and suxamethonium which will be of interest to exam candidates.
Although the pharmacokinetic and pharmacodynamic data is consistently well structured I was frustrated at the accuracy, applicability and erratic presentation of drug dose and administration information. For example, the newly included dexmedetomidine dose range is inaccurate by a factor of 1000, quoted in grams/kg and not micrograms/ kg. Further, vasopressors and inotropes would be better standardised to micrograms/kg/minute instead of micrograms/minute. The dosage information presented is also inconsistent in its selection, for example, oxytocin is described only at a labour induction range and not in the more commonly used intravenous bolus and infusion rate used postpartum. Further, dexamethasone has only an oral dose listed whereas the intravenous route is far more common. Some dosages seem excessive and outside of the most commonly implemented ranges. Two examples are metoclopramide at a dose of 1-2mg/kg (for cisplatin-induced nausea) and intrathecal morphine at a dose range of Book reviews 200-1000 μg (with no comment to the altered kinetics via this route).
In summary the authors have been able to retain and present excellent information with regard to pharmacokinetic and dynamic detail which is difficult to source so concisely elsewhere. This will be of particular utility to exam candidates. The cover suggests content of the fifth edition has been "completely revised and updated". It is disappointing that a text in its fifth edition has not been able to provide consistent and practically useful dosage and administration material. If these issues are addressed in future editions this text would become a formidable clinical resource rather than an exam candidate's short-term acquaintance.
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